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I have received pleasure from the account which you
give me of your sentiments of Cud worth, Clarke, Plato,
and Aristotle. The three first of these writers I have
read, studied, and admired ; but, in consequence of some
early prejudices, I have been but little conversant with
Aristotle's writings. This, perhaps, may have been a
great disadvantage to me; but it is now too late for me
to begin the study of Aristotle, and I must content
myself with such opinions as I have formed ; preserving
however a mind always open to any new arguments,
and a desire to be influenced by them, as far as I can
see their force.

I am afraid we must be willing to continue  to differ
about most of the points which are the subjects of your
Lordship's letter.    I  offered   what   I   thought   of   most
weight with respect to them in  my last  letter,   and   I
have considered carefully your replies.     The  determina-
tions of the mind, your Lordship says, are of absolute
necessity;  but yet you  acknowledge' we may alter our
minds, and come to a contrary determination.    This last
assertion  seems  evidently true,  but   scarcely   consistent
with   the   former.      Determination,   you    add,    is    the
necessary consequence of our assent to the proposition
that a thing is fit to be done.    I would ask  how then
we ever come to do things  that  we   are   conscious  at
the time to be unfit to be  done?    Every  one   to  his
sorrow knows that he often  does such   things,   or  that
he determines against his convictions and judgment; and
if this is never done, there is no such thing as guilt or
sin in the world.   The assent of the  understanding is
in my opinion a totally different thing from the  deter-
mination of the will.   You ask, supposing I have  deter-
mined to   walk in   a  particular way, for  reasons   that
appear to me convincing, will not the action necessarily
follow?   I answer by no means; because I may change     These  are  strange  notions;   and,  if they   be   well
